
SCOUTS BSA ADVANCEMENT UPDATES EFFECTIVE JANUARY 1, 2026 
 
https://www.scouting.org/program-updates/scouts-bsa-advancement-updates-effective-january-1-
2026/ 
 
The Scouts BSA Advancement Committee has made updates to over 80 merit badges based on feedback 
from Scout leaders, subject matter experts, and current trends in technology, safety, and outdoor 
education. These changes reflect Scouting America's commitment to keeping Scouting relevant and 
meaningful for today’s youth. 
 
Key Updates Include: 
 

• Updated Career Exploration Requirements 
• Enhanced Safety and Outdoor Ethics 
• Modernized Content and Skills 

 

When Do These Changes Take Effect? 
All updated requirements officially take effect on January 1, 2026. The changes will be reflected in 
Scoutbook and on our online Merit Badge Hub by late December 2025. 
 

• Scouts who begin working on a merit badge on or after January 1, 2026, must use the new 
requirements 

• Scouts who started a merit badge before January 1, 2026, may continue using the previous 
requirements until the badge is completed, OR they may choose to switch to the new 
requirements 

 
Online Merit Badge Hub:  
https://www.scouting.org/skills/merit-badges/all/ 
 
Scouts BSA Program Updates Archive  
 

Web based help for Scouts BSA Troop Leaders, Archived Webinar Recordings 
https://www.scouting.org/topics/program-updates/program-updates-scouts-bsa/ 
 
Upcoming Scouts BSA Membership Webinars 
 

February 1, 2026 – Recruiting Non-Scouts and Older Youth (Beyond Crossovers) 
https://scouting-org.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_IABt_5AmRYiYv7dOU_jyvQ 
 
March 8, 2026 – Empowering the PLC and Youth Leadership in Membership Growth 
https://scouting-org.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_5yHcE74rT1KcqDsMxUnKZQ 
 
Upcoming Scouts BSA Advancement Webinars 
 

2/4/2026 - Working Advancement Into Troop Meetings  
3/5/2026 - Using Scoutbook Plus for Advancement 
 
(sign-up links to follow) 
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